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Dec. 22, 2021

Dear Amherst Families,

I’m writing to provide you with updates on the January Regents exams and two COVID-19 Testing
Programs that could start in the new year.

1. The New York State Education Department (NYSED) announced the cancellation of the January
Regents Exams, originally scheduled to take place January 25-28, 2022. Due to this
cancellation, those days will now be regularly scheduled instructional days at the high school. If
you have any questions, please contact your school building administration. At this point,
NYSED has not made any decisions about the June or August 2022 Regents exams.

2. The COVID-19 Return to School Protocol (#4) was updated so that regardless of vaccination
status, schools may accept either a negative NAAT (PCR) or negative antigen test result for a
student to return to participation in school activities following an illness with COVID-19
symptoms.

3. We are poised to implement a Test to Stay program as soon as NYSDOH and/or ECDOH
provide guidance and supplies. Erie County conducted a Test to Stay pilot program in a local
school district which allowed unvaccinated students identified as a close contact in a school
setting to attend school as long as they tested negative on a rapid antigen test every school day
during the 7 days immediately following their exposure to COVID-19. Look for more information
from me in the new year.

4. We are also preparing to offer onsite diagnostic testing at the nurses office at each building to
administer rapid antigen testing for students who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms during the school
day. We will send more information on the details of this in January to describe how parents will
provide consent for their child to participate. Erie County has provided us with a supply of rapid
antigen tests we can use to begin this program.

Both the Test to Stay and the diagnostic testing programs would offer prompt diagnostic results and
allow a student who tests negative to return to class, instead of multiple days spent at home waiting for
results. We want to reduce further loss of instructional time and return our students to class quicker.

Finally, as we approach our winter break next week, I wish you and your family a happy and healthy
holiday and New Year.

Thank you,

Anthony J. Panella, Superintendent
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